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IKENGA DAY 2024

A EUROPEAN IGBO FESTIVAL

The AfrikaFora proudly presents our speakers for lkenga Day 2024, on Friday,
September 27t This edition marks a turning point in this reunification adventure, as we
welcome more Igbo descendants from different countries, into our fold. As always, the
expected outcomes of lkenga Day remain to: promote and preserve Igbo culture,
custom and tradition with the world; regain the spirit of Igbo togetherness and oneness;
enable Ndigbo to take pride in celebrating that which bind us together, our common
heritage; as well as to reposition Ndigbo and Alaigbo in the international spotlight.
Check out our programme to learn more about the event. For more info or to partner
with us, contact admin@africafora.com.

GUEST OF HONOUR

Cyprian Emeka Uzoh - Ife Eghelu Ojoto, is a prominent scientist
and prolific inventor with more than 375 Utility patents in the
United States and more than 700 Utility patents worldwide, in the
field of semiconductor technology.

Emeka joined IBM T. J. Watson Laboratory to conduct research on
high performance integrated circuits where he discovered the unique N )
method of inducing copper metal to grow faster from the bottom of holes than their
sidewall in integrated circuits. With his breakthrough inventions microprocessors, graphic
processors, memory chips, image sensors and their likes can be made smaller, more
efficient, more powerful and less expensive and more 1000 times more reliable than its
aluminum-based technology predecessor. His inventions are profusely used in cell
phones, laptops, desktops, supercomputers, data centers and beyond.

Cyprian and his colleagues at IBM T. J Watson Research Laboratory were awarded the
“Inventor of the Year 2006” for their patent USPTO 6709562 “Method of Making
Electroplated Interconnection Structures on Integrated Circuit Chips” by New York
Intellectual Property Association. His work on copper in interconnect is considered one of
the “Top Five Innovations in the Semiconductor industry.

He won the “2023 Diaspora Nigerian Professional of the Year” by The Top Ten Magazine
Excellence Awards in Nigeria.

Cyprian studied metallurgical engineering at the University of Wisconsin — Madison and
got his doctorate in Materials Science from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New
York.

Cyprian is a distinguished Engineer at Adeia Inc., and co-founder of EmekaTech, Inc., a

Biotech start-up based in Santa Clara, California.
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Nze Emeka Ed Keazor is a lawyer, archivist, historian, and filmmaker.
He is the author of the following critically acclaimed works: The Lagos
Hamburg Line: A Brief History of German Commerce in Nigeria (1590
-2016); ‘120 Great Nigerians We Never Knew’, 'The Federation Cup
and Nigerian Football'; amongst over 100 publications and research
papers.

His documentary film works include the award-winning 'January 15,
1970: Untold Memories of the Nigeria - Biafra War’; also nominated for
best documentary at AMAA 2020).

He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Nigerian Legal History Society; the
board of directors of Iba Ajie (The Ukpabi Asika Knowledge Resource Centre), and
Chairman of the board of directors of Pigl (West Africa) Limited. His recognitions include
awards from the African Society of Cambridge University, for his work in African History;
The Nigerian Legal History Society award for contributions to Nigerian Legal History.

He is an Associate Fellow of the Royal Historical Society; a Fellow of the Royal Society
for the Arts; member of the Nigerian Bar Association and a member of the Corporate
Governance Institute of Canada.

Claudette A. Anderson, Ph.D. is Executive Director and Professor of Obia
at Unuchi Foundation, an Afro-Atlantic Religious Reparations nonprofit.
She received her Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies in Cognitive Ethno-
medicine and Religion from Emory University in 2010. Her dissertation,
from Gnostic Obia from Chukwu Abiama to Jah Rastafari: A Theology of
the JamAfrican Obia Catholic Church uses a cognitive lens to argue for
Obia/obeah as a body of revealed knowledge. Her research focuses on
African-derived religions in the Anglophone Caribbean as well as Africana indigenous
systems of knowledge and oracular traditions. She has published on Afro-Caribbean
philosophy, Revival religion and Afro-Jamaican medicine and spirituality. An advocate for
Knowledge Reparations, her current work involves the modernization and exposition of
Qgu Afo | Igbo Calendar, a cultural technology and epistemological abacus. Her work as
a public intellectual is dedicated to addressing misconceptions and misrepresentations of
Africana spiritualities and to protecting Africana knowledge systems against prejudice and
criminalization. She has a strong background in community service and is an initiate in
the Mystery Systems of FA.
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Amarachi Attamah-Ugwu is an award-winning Igbo chant performer,
an Igbo language Instructor in the Harvard African Language Program,
departments of African and African American studies, Harvard
University. She is also an Igbo language instructor in the Directed
Independent Language Program (DILP), at the Yale center for
language study, Yale University. She is a Graduate of Syracuse
University, New York, USA. Amarachi is a Chant Performer, Poet, and a
Mother-Tongue Advocate. Her core interests are indigenous language
sustainability, culture curation, and intangible heritage preservation. She has performed
in Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, the United Kingdom (where she completed a four-
month performance fellowship with the British Royal National Theatre), and many
performances in the USA

Vernie Clarice Barnes is an educator, social analyst, gender
specialist, broadcaster and curator. She has lectured
internationally from her PhD research on the “Montserrat VVolcanic
Eruption: A Study of Meaning, Psychosocial Effects, Coping and
Intervention”. Her work is ethnographically focused on how
Montserrat’s culture, heritage and people have been impacted by
nearly thirty years of volcanic eruption. She has collected and
broadcasted oral histories of persons on Montserrat and in the <
diaspora for over twenty years through a weekly radio programme “Under the Tamarind
Tree”. She has researched the iconic Montserrat Masquerade and Jumbie Dance and
published a book by that title. As curator she has advocated successfully for Montserrat
to be the final resting place for the travelling portion of the Equiano exhibition curated by
the Birmingham Museum and the Equiano Society. The exhibition marked the
bicentenary of the passing of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act. Equiano who was an
Igbo enslaved on Montserrat, purchased his freedom, wrote about the conditions of the
enslaved in his Interesting Narratives of Olaudah Equiano the African” and went on to
be a major anti-slavery activist.

The Right Honourable Barnes was awarded the Oder of Excellence by the Government
and people of Montserrat for work spanning forty years.
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Alfie Nze is a Nigerian-born, naturalized Italian artist based in Milan.
An award-winning creative film maker with a background in Social
Theatre Writing; Nze is also a visiting lecturer at the Mohole art
academy, Milan whose work focuses on socio-cultural themes. He is
author and director of the groundbreaking performances lwa
Qji/lgbo Communion/A Dance in Palermo Forest and Reeducation
of An Igbo Mask. His first book MmMUQ NKA+TA(a) is an esoteric
treatise on the Igbo language. He will be performing A Divination in -
Words, inviting the participant to develop new listening ears. The performance is an
invitation to be mindful of inner thoughts that slowly manifest in spoken words,
becoming concrete objects

Christopher Eluu Eze is a member of the Nigerian Economic Society
(NES); the Chartered Institute of Public Administration (CIPAN); and
the Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN). He is also head
of Operations of Arcuma Multipurpose Cooperative Society Ltd. A
micro credit organization that provides soft loans to civil and public
servants in Nigeria.

Mr. Eze is the Abuja chapter Chairman of Mgbom N’ Achara
Development Union, Ohaozara LGA, Ebonyi State. He is passionate !
about universal basic education, and is currently sponsoring 15 pupils through Maria
Eze Foundation. He has B.sc Econs. Ebonyi State University, and M.Sc Public Policy
Analysis & Strategic Studies Nasarawa State University Keffi.

Chigozie Nweke-Eze is an Igbo Economist and Geographer,
specializing in Business and Projects planning. He is a Research
Fellow at the University of Bonn, Germany as well as a Visiting
Research Fellow at the Center for Igbo Studies, University of Nigeria
Nsukka. He was appointed Secretary General of the Igbo Cultural
Village Complex (ICVC), which is an Igbo cultural landmark project
currently in construction at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He was
the Head of Secretariat of the 2nd World Igbo Conference (WIC) 2024,
which brought together prominent Igbo Public servants, Traditional rulers and Business
men, including Eze Eri of Nri Kingdom, Late Dr Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu and Dr
Nwachukwu Anakwenze.
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MODERATOR

Hon. Collins Nweke is Patron The AfrikaFora and the first naturalised
Belgian to be elected to political office in West Flanders, Hon. Collins
Nweke is executing his third term in office. He is a former chief
executive and chairman of Nigerians in Diaspora Europe and has been
active in consultancy and advocacy in the field of socioeconomic
development for Nigeria and for Africa. Nweke is a Fellow Chartered
Public Manager and Distinguished Fellow Researcher & Administrator.
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