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AFRICA WEEK

The AfrikaFora proudly presents our programme for Nzuko 2025 — Africa Week, to celebrate Africa
Day, and bring Africans, Afro-descendants and their friends together. This year’s event will be hybrid
as always; gathering an international crowd during our online conference on Friday, May 23rd on the
theme of the Sovereignty and independence of African States.

We will also welcome kids and grown-ups alike, friends and curious passers-by to our festival in the
Maison de la Vie Associative, 27 Avenue Gabriel Péri, 93400 Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine (Paris region), on
Saturday May 24th, for a rich programme of economic and cultural activities (including food, drinks,
music and more)! Nzuko 2025 — Africa Week will then end on a high note with our awards ceremony
and gala dinner on Saturday May 24th.

Check out our programme to learn more about the various activities, expert panels and high-level
conversations; the programme for the festival will be released shortly but know already that activities
will include panels, cultural displays, food sales and more. You can register now for the FREE online
conference and buy tickets for the festival. Tickets will also be sold at the door.

For more info or to partner with us, contact admin@africafora.com.

Online Conference 23 May

Prof. P.L.O. Lumumba — Keynote speaker

Prof. PLO Lumumba is a Professor of Public Law, a holder of an LL.D (Doctor of
Laws) on the Law of the Sea from the University of Ghent, Belgium, Master of Laws
degree and Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of Nairobi. He is an
Advocate of the High Courts of Kenya and Tanganyika and a Certified Mediator.
Fellow of the Institute of Certified Public Secretaries of Kenya FCPS (K), a Fellow
of the Kenya Institute of Management (FKIM) and Honorary Fellow of the African
Academy of Sciences (FAAS).

He is Chairman of Farafina Investment Group, Liberia; Economic Strategic Growth
and Development Initiative for Africa, Nigeria, Prof Lumumba is the immediate past
Director and CEO, Kenya School of Law, and former Director of the Kenya Anti-
Corruption Commission (KACC). He is the Founding Trustee of the African Institute
for Leaders and Leadership (AILL) and founding Chairman of the Association of the
Citizens Against Corruption (ACAC), among others.
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Dr Collins Nweke — Patron of The AfrikaFora

Collins Nweke was the first naturalised Belgian to be elected to political office in
West Flanders. He retired from active politics in December 2024 after serving three
consecutive terms as Councillor at Ostend City Council. A former chief executive
and chairman of Nigerians in Diaspora in Europe, Collins has been active in
consultancy and advocacy in the field of socio-economic development for Nigeria
and for Africa in general. He is a Fellow of both the Chartered Institute of Public
Management of Nigeria and Institute of Management Consultants. A 2014 awardee
of a Doctorate in Governance (Honoris Causa) Collins is also a Distinguished
Fellow of the International Association of Research Scholars and Administrators,
where he serves in its Governing Council.

Dr Clarisse Barnes — Moderator of Nzuko 2025 — Africa Week

Dr Clarice Barnes is an educator, social analyst, gender specialist, broadcaster and
curator. Her work is ethnographically focused on how Montserrat’s culture, heritage
and people have been impacted by nearly thirty years of volcanic eruption. She has
collected and broadcasted oral histories of persons in Montserrat and the diaspora
for over 20 years through a weekly radio programme “Under the Tamarind Tree”.
As a curator, she has advocated successfully for Montserrat to be the final resting
place for the travelling portion of the Equiano (a Nigerian man enslaved on
Montserrat) exhibition curated by the Birmingham Museum and the Equiano
Society. The exhibition marked the bicentenary of the passing of the Abolition of
the Slave Trade Act. Equiano had later purchased his freedom and wrote about the
conditions of the enslaved. The Right Honourable Barnes was awarded the Order
of Excellence by the Government and people of Montserrat for work spanning forty
years.

Sheba Montserrat

Choreographer, performance poet and stand-up comedian who communicates
through her body or with words. She is passionate about Caribbean and Black
British history and is one of first five graduates in Europe to gain a formal
qualification in African and Caribbean dance in 1999. Through her work as a stand-
up comedian, she’s able to take her social observations and concerns into
workshops and debate forums, to stimulate discourse and edutain her audiences.
Among the many shows produced by She are Emancipation Day, International
Reggae Day, The Sheba Montserrat Variety Show and Bush Tea and Cake, the
Black History Month showcase for local artists. In 2013, she premiered at The
Bernie Grants Art Centre.

Since 2021 Sheba is Artist-in Residence at St Michael and Angels Church in Stoke
Newington Common in London. Here, annually, she co-produces a short film where
members of the Windrush generation share untold stories of their experiences.




Dr. Abu Bakarr Bah

Presidential Research Professor of Sociology and department chair at Northern
lllinois University. He is the founding director of the Institute for Research and Policy
Integration in Africa (IRPIA) and faculty associate at the Center for Nonprofit and
NGO Studies. Professor Bah is also founding Editor-in-Chief of African Conflict and
Peacebuilding Review and African Editor of Critical Sociology.

He is a recipient of the 2014 and 2016 Carnegie Foundation African Diaspora
Fellowships, the 2012 Council of American Overseas Research Centers Multi-
Country Research Fellowship, the 2017 United Nations/Peace Nexus grant and the
2015 Outstanding International Educator Award at NIU. Most recently, he was
awarded the prestigious Presidential Research, Scholarship and Artistry
Professorship at NIU (2022-2026). He has published several published articles.

Benoit Feyt

Journalist for French-speaking Belgian public television (RTBF), where he covers
news from the African continent. A graduate in journalism and development
cooperation from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, he has been following social
and political developments in Central Africa in general, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo in particular, for almost 30 years. He has also acquired expertise
on the subject of Belgium's colonial past through several documentary films,
“Colonie” (2000) and “Lumumba, le retour d'un héros” (2023). He also took part in
the international survey “Rwanda Classified” (2024) coordinated by Forbidden
Stories on the repressive record of Paul Kagame's regime in Rwanda and abroad.

Dr. Martin Ejidike

A seasoned international human rights and political affairs expert with over 30 years
of experience across different UN Agencies, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and Boltzmann Institute fir Menshenrechte, Wien,
Austria. He has worked extensively in human rights, governance, conflict
prevention, and peace-building, supporting UN missions and multilateral diplomacy
at the UN General Assembly, Human Rights Council, and the UN Security Council.
Dr Ejidike is a Senior Political Affairs Officer and Chief, Responsibility to Protect, at
the UN Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, and leads
strategies on atrocity prevention, while managing intergovernmental relations and
office operations. As Senior Human Rights Adviser in Nigeria, he integrated human
rights into UN development and humanitarian programming, and led inter-agency
coordination. He also established two UN human rights field offices in Liberia and
Uganda and designed regional crisis response programs in East and Southern
Africa.




Chinwe Abuwa

Chinwe Abuwa is an economist and policy advocate with over a decade of
experience in policy research, analysis, and strategic advocacy across Africa. She
serves as a Policy and Advocacy Officer at the ONE Campaign, where she leads
advocacy efforts focused on improving health systems, pandemic preparedness,
and health financing in Nigeria and beyond. She has been instrumental in
advocating for increased development finance to Africa, particularly for investment
in high-impact sectors such as health, infrastructure, and economic development.
Chinwe Abuwa also champions increased health financing and domestic resource
mobilization to strengthen health systems and improve access to quality healthcare
across Africa. She worked as an Economist with the Nigerian Government. A
Mandela Washington Fellow, she was recently appointed to the Advisory Council
of the Africa Women and Children Conference, a platform that empowers women,
youth, and children within Africa’s development agenda. She is the founder of
Umama, a social enterprise providing postpartum support to new mothers across
Africa. She holds a Master of International Business from Hult International
Business School, among others.

Trevor Garabali Palacio

A Garifuna from Yurumein/ Saint Vincent & the Grenadines by the way of Belize,
Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua and the United States of America, Trevor
Garabali Palacio currently resides in California, where he works as a Real Estate
Agent and serves as a community advocate for the homeless community.

Palacio is the President of the International Garifuna Council and Garifuna Heritage
Chamber of Commerce which are movements in formation, to establish economic
and civic empowerment throughout the Garifuna diaspora. They are currently
focused on leadership development, which he looks forward to learning from each
of the speakers in order to take the information back home.
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Aloysius Anagonye — Guest of honour

Aloysius Anagonye is a visionary entrepreneur, former professional athlete, and
leadership consultant dedicated to driving impact in business, sports, and
wellness industries. A former NCAA Champion with Michigan State University and
a 17-season European professional basketball player, Anagonye applies his
performance-driven mindset to business and leadership. A sought-after speaker,
he has delivered keynote addresses and workshops at global institutions,
corporations, and industry-leading podcasts, sharing insights on leadership,
resilience, and business innovation. He has presented at UNESCO, TEDx, US
embassies, and top business forums. He is the Founder of ACAN International as
well as the CEO and co-founder of Active Boulevard.

Maitre Léa Nguessan

With a degree in Law and Finance, Léa N'Guessan is an independent lawyer in
Paris and a member of several business and collective intelligence networks. She
is also a lecturer at the CNAM-Intec in corporate law. Maitre N'Guessan is
extremely involved in community work, particularly relating to fields such as
education, through her association Un livre, une chance, as well as access to
justice, as a partner of the EFAPO association, and finally women's
entrepreneurship. It is thanks to this that she was awarded the Prix Marie L'Or
d'lvoire 2022 and the 3rd Prix National d'Excellence 2022 for the Best Ivorian of
the Ivorian Diaspora. A key figure in the Ivorian and African diaspora in France
today, Léa N'Guessan campaigns to build more bridges between the diaspora
and African countries in order to achieve a better North/South economic and
social balance.

Brehima Sidibe

Brehima Sidibé is a lecturer in political communication at the Ecole Politique
Africaine and an expert in political discourse analysis, with a particular focus on
US foreign policy and the French presidential elections. His most recent research
focuses on the linguistic analysis of political discourse in Mali between 2012 and
2022, the subject of his current doctoral thesis. Sidibé is also heavily involved in
the Malian community in France, having served as president of the Association
des étudiants maliens d'ile de France and president of the Forces Citoyennes
pour la Jeunesse (FCJ) movement. Sidibé is also a consultant for several media,
including Global Telesud Africa, RP Médias, Mali Tribune and Mali Horizons.




Tysh Armstrong

An artist of soul, Afro-cosmic and R'n'B sounds, Tysh fuses Afro and underground
hip-hop to create a music of love and unity. His sun-drenched essence celebrates
roots while inspiring love of self and others.

A leading light on the French hip-hop R'n'B soul scene, she has orchestrated over
fifty showcases since 2022, including some of the most prestigious venues in
Paris and Marseille, such as La Fleche d'Or, Café de la Péche, SUB Vitry,
Cabaret Aléatoire and the UMOJA and Hip-hop Non-stop festivals, which also
featured the renowned New York group Onyx. Andr2e released her first singles,
including ‘J'éléve ma voix’, and was named Revelation of the Year by the IFCA.
She is currently working on her first EP, a phonographic journey that will have her
audiences on the edge of their seats.

Founé Diarra

Founé Diarra, a passionate performer from an early age, has always felt a deep
love for singing. Her debut on stage with a repertoire of contemporary music
forged her talent and artistic commitment. In 2007, she took part in a significant
project: an album in tribute to women victims of violence, reinforcing her position
as a committed artist. A specialist in the national anthems of African countries and
the rest of the world, she is regularly called upon to perform at official ceremonies.
On 8 May 2024, during the commemorative ceremonies, she performed the
national anthems of France and African countries on the Place des Tirailleurs
sénégalais and under the Arc de Triomphe. For the Paris 2024 Olympic Games,
she performed 18 African and world national anthems at the opening ceremonies
in the 18th arrondissement of Paris. In December 2024, she performed France's
national anthem at the Maison de la Chimie during the Etats Généraux des
Diaporas Africaines de France, under the patronage of the President of the
Republic. Diarra, recently nominated as Solutions Ambassador for Africa, is
continuing her artistic journey with determination, ready to touch even more
hearts with her melodious voice and radiant charisma across national stages. An
album is currently in preparation.
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